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And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 
watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the 
town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 
Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company of the 
heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those 
on whom his favor rests.”  Luke 2.8-14 

  

1. ANGELOLOGY 101 

  

q  What are they really like?  

  

Angelic beings are mentioned 273 times in Scripture from Genesis 
to Revelation.  

  



 

q  What's their purpose? 

  

• To proclaim God's message 

  

They provide a "MESSENGER SERVICE" from God to human 
beings.  

  

• To praise God's glory 

 

• To encourage God’s people 

  

Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will 
inherit salvation? Hebrews 1.14 

  

Angels minister FOR US; the Holy Spirit ministers IN US. 

  

  

• To pronounce and execute God's judgment 

   

 

 



 

 

A cherub is a class of angel mentioned 90 times in the Old 
Testament. 

  

• To protect God's people 

  

The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, and 
He delivers them.  Psalm 34.7 

  

See that you do not despise one of these little ones. In heaven, 
their angels always see the face of My Father who is in heaven — 
their angels always see the face of My Father who is in 
heaven. Matthew 18.10 

  

  

2.  THE ANGEL’S MESSAGE IN THE CHRISTMAS STORY 

  

q Their message gets our eyes off the obstacles. 

  

“The only thing we have to fear is fear itself.”  
– Franklin D. Roosevelt 

  

 



 

“Could you at least create yourself as a magical baby with special 
powers? …It wouldn’t take much—just the power to become 
invisible, maybe the power to hurl bolts of lightning if the need 
arose. [The angels all felt] God’s baby idea was a stroke of genius, 
but it lack[ed] adequate safety features. God thanked the angels 
for their concern but said, no, God thought God would just be a 
regular baby. How else could God gain the trust of God’s 
creatures?  …There was a risk …a high risk …but that was part of 
what God wanted us to know—that God was willing to risk 
everything to get close to us in hopes that we might love God 
again.” - Barbara Brown Taylor, God’s Daring Plan 

   

"Charlie Brown is best known for his uniquely striped shirt, and 
Linus is most associated with his ever-present security blanket. 
Throughout the story of Peanuts, Lucy, Snoopy, Sally and others 
all work to no avail to separate Linus from his blanket. And even 
though his security blanket remains a major source of ridicule for 
the otherwise mature and thoughtful Linus, he simply refuses to 
give it up. Until this moment. When he simply drops it. Most telling 
is the specific moment he drops it: when he utters the words, ‘fear 
not.’” – Jason Soroski 

  

"Looking at it now, it is pretty clear what Charles Schultz was 
saying through this, and it’s so simple it’s brilliant. The birth of 
Jesus separates us from our fears… The birth of Jesus allows us to 
… drop the false security we have been grasping so tightly, and 
learn to trust and cling to [God] instead.” - Jason Soroski 

   

  

q  Their message reminds us of what God is doing           

  



 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom 
His favor rests.  Luke 2.14 
 

 “I have no heart for anything. There is only one thought in my 
mind. You know what that is? How joyless, hopeless and aimless 
life has become.”  - Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

  

“A Merry Christmas, say the children, but that is no more for me.” - 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

  

I heard the bells on Christmas day 

Their old familiar carols play 

And mild and sweet their songs repeat 

Of peace on earth good will to men 

And in despair I bowed my head: 

“There is no peace on earth,” I said; 

For hate is strong and mocks the song 

Of peace on earth, good-will toward men. 

  

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 

God is not dead, nor doth He sleep; 

The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, 

With peace on earth, good-will toward men. 

  



 

q  What we learn from what the angels cannot say 

  

Do you realize how fortunate you are? Angels would have given 
anything to be in on this!  1 Peter 1.12 (The Message) 

  

Celebrate with me! I found my lost coin! Count on it—that's the 
kind of party God's angels throw every time one lost soul turns to 
God. Luke 15.10 (The Message) 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

  

1.  The most common injunction from angels in Scripture is to not 
be afraid. There is really no question, fear is toxic to our lives. The 
Methodist missionary, E. Stanley Jones, once said… 

“I am inwardly fashioned for faith, not for fear. Fear is not my native 
land; faith is. I am so made that worry and anxiety are sand in the 
machinery of life; faith is the oil. I live better by faith and 
confidence than by fear, doubt and anxiety. In anxiety and worry, 
my being is gasping for breath--these are not my native air. But in 
faith and confidence, I breathe freely--these are my native air.”  
- Dr. E. Stanley Jones 

  

What are your most common recurrent fears? How do you deal 
with the constant stream of fear mongering with politicians, news 
channels and social media? In light of the message, what’s your 
security blanket (like Linus’ blanket)? In other words, where do you 
look instead of God when anxiety really gets ramped up in your 
life? What will it take for you to drop your blanket? 

  



 

2.  The angel’s Christmas announcement was the arrival of Peace 
on Earth. Yet there has hardly been a real or genuine peace on this 
planet in all these intervening years since Christ’s birth? In what 
ways does Jesus’ birth announce the arrival of peace? How would 
you explain the peace Christ brings to the human heart once we’ve 
been reconciled to God? If a friend, co-worker or family member 
were feeling like Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was feeling that 
“hate is strong and mocks the song of peace on Earth” what would 
you say to them? How do we help those who are hungry for peace 
in the midst of such an unpeaceful world? 

  

3. The angels have been fascinated with the unfolding story of 
redemption having witnessed every episode of it since the 
beginning of time. They enter into God’s joy in offering redemption 
and our joy when we discover it for ourselves. We are privileged in 
that we can call God our Father and they cannot. Still it doesn’t 
dim their joy or praise even though it will never be their own 
personal experience. I wonder, are we able to do the same for 
others? Regardless of our own personal circumstances, can we 
enter into someone else’s good fortune without feeling diminished 
by it? Describe a time in your life when you did this, failed to do 
this or struggled to do it? The key to unleashing this attitude is to 
want what the angels want – for God to be glorified in everything. 
If God is pleased to bless a friend, why shouldn’t we enter into that 
same joy? 

  

For further study 

  

Most all aberrant teaching and cults have their beginnings in 
people who claim that an angel of God gave them new truth that 
contradicted what God had already revealed to us in His Word 
even though the Bible explicitly warns against this very thing. 
Study the following verses. What guidelines do they give us in 
regard to angelic messages?  



 

  

But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel 
other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally 
condemned.  Galatians 1.8 

  

Don't let anyone declare you lost when you refuse to worship 
angels, as they say you must. They have seen a vision, they say, 
and know you should. These proud men (though they claim to be 
so humble) have a very clever imagination. But they are not 
connected to Christ...  Colossians 2.18-19a (Living Bible) 

  

You shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not make for 
yourself an idol in the form of anything IN HEAVEN ABOVE or on 
the earth beneath…  Exodus 20.3-5 

  

 


