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The Inspirations 

The Happy Goodmans 

The Kingsmen 

The Florida Boys 

  

The Statler Brothers 

  

Focusing on yourself is the opposite of focusing on God. 

Romans 8.7 (The Message)  

  

1. WHAT IS WORSHIP? 

  

“Tens of millions participate in church worship events each 

week but relatively few actually worship.” – The Barna Group 

  

• What worship is not.... 



 

 

• ...a musical style or tempo 

  

…he danced before the Lord with all his might. 2 Samuel 6.14 

  

It was before the LORD, who chose me rather than your father or 

anyone from his house when he appointed me ruler over the 

LORD's people Israel—I will celebrate before the LORD.  I will 

become even more undignified than this, and I will be humiliated 

in my own eyes. But by these slave girls you spoke of, I will be held 

in honor. 2 Samuel 6.21-22 

  

• ...an event we attend 

  

Something greater than the Temple is here.  Matthew 12.6 

  

Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.  John 2.19 

  

…the time is coming - it has, in fact, come - when what you're 

called will not matter and where you go to worship will not matter. 

It's who you are and the way you live that count before God. 

John 4.23-24 (The Message) 

  

• ...a feeling of nostalgia or goosebumps 

  

• …focused on the self 

  



 

 

Worship DE-CENTRALIZES the self!   

  

❑  Worship is... 

  

• …a lifestyle we embrace 

  

Worship in the Bible is de-institutionalized, de-localized and 

de-ritualized 

  

Whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of 

God.  1 Corinthians 10.31 

  

...whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the Father. 

Colossians 3.17 

  

• …an end in itself 

  

• …wonder 

  

Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 

How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing 

out!  Romans 11.33 

  

Worship is often described as “worth-ship.”  

  



 

 

2.  THE DANGER OF COMPARTMENTALIZED LIVING 

  

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart as though you were 

working for the Lord and not for people.   Colossians 3.23 (Today’s 

English Version) 

  

“The maid who sweeps her kitchen is doing the will of God just 

as much as the monk who prays -- not because she may sing a 

Christian hymn as she sweeps but because God loves clean 

floors. The Christian shoemaker does his Christian duty not by 

putting little crosses on the shoes, but by making good shoes, 

because God is interested in good craftsmanship.” 

- Martin Luther 

  

“God will see.” - Michelangelo 

  

Take your everyday ordinary life –  your sleeping, your eating, your 

going to work, your walking around life and place it before God as 

an offering.  Roman 12.1 (The Message) 

  

It’s not what you do that matters, it’s Who you do it for.   

  

3.  GOD IS CONSTANTLY GROWING OUR CAPACITY FOR 

WORSHIP 

  

❑ Worship 101 - Praising Him in Church 



 

 

  

For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with 

them.  Matthew 18.20  

  

❑ Worship 201 - Practicing His Presence in Daily Life 

  

  

“The time of business is no different than the time of prayer. I 

possess God as tranquilly in the noise and clatter of my kitchen, 

where sometimes several people ask me different things at the 

same time, as if I were on my knees before the blessed 

sacrament.”  - Brother Lawrence 

  

❑ Worship 301 - Clinging to His Nearness in Adversity 

  

How long, Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you 

hide your face from me? How long must I wrestle with my thoughts 

and day after day have sorrow in my heart? How long will my 

enemy triumph over me?  Psalm 13.1-2 

  

But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salvation. 

I will sing to the Lord, for he has been good to me.  Psalm 13.5-6 

  

❑ Worship 401 - Abandoning to Him in Total Darkness 

  

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  Matthew 27.46 



 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

  

1. How did this message change or confirm your ideas about 
worship? What was your biggest takeaway? How might these 
truths change or redirect what you’re currently doing? 
 

2. The compartmentalization of life - splitting into spiritual versus 
secular - is one of the primary reasons we misunderstand 
worship. We think of worship as an event or service where God’s 
people gather to sing rather than our daily service to God in our 
work, play, marriage, friendships, chores and neighborliness. 
Either all of life is spiritual or else none of it is. How has this 
thinking affected yourself or Christians in general? What has 
been the result? 
 

3. Gathering on the weekend with other believers is often treated 
as the epitome of worship when in reality, it’s the most basic, 
easiest place to worship of all our potential environments. When 
we gather, there is a special sense of God’s presence we don’t 
experience when we are alone. But the gathering to worship is 
really to prepare us for the other more challenging worship 
environments; on the job, in times of difficulty and when we feel 
abandoned by God - that’s when you know whether you’re a 
genuine worshipper of God. Can you think of any examples, 
personal or otherwise when you or someone you know chose 
worship in an extremely challenging environment. 
 

4. Brother Lawrence’s book on practicing the presence of God is a 
spiritual classic. He learned to bring himself present to God in 
even the most mundane chores. In what aspect of life do you 
need to experience more of God’s presence? How do we make 
ourselves more conscious of God throughout the day?  


