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The only ability God seems to care about is availability. 

  

“God often uses the least qualified, most available people 
to get things done.” - Bob Goff 

  

The words of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah. Nehemiah 1.1 

  

You must be usable to be used by God. 

  

"I am only one, but I am one. I cannot do everything, but I 
can do something. What I can do, that I ought to do. And 
what I ought to do, by the grace of God, I shall do." 
- Edward Everett Hale, Former Chaplain of the U.S. Senate 



 

 

 1.  I’M TOO YOUNG. 

  

q  Abducting the best and brightest 

  

Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court 
officials, to bring in some of the Israelites from the royal 
family and the nobility - young men without any physical 
defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of 
learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified 
to serve in the king's palace.  Daniel 1.3-4a 

  

q  Sometimes opportunity knocks and other times it 
knocks you down. 

  

He was to teach them the language and literature of the 
Babylonians. The king assigned them a daily amount of 
food and wine from the king's table. They were to be 
trained for three years, and after that they were to enter 
the king's service.  Daniel 1.4b-5 

  

The Babylonians had three purposes behind it… 

1.)  To Educate   2.)  To Obligate  3.)  To Obliterate 

  

q  The tests they were put through 



 

 

  

1.) The test of fortitude 

  

When someone is calling you names or demeaning you, 
the greatest challenge is not stopping the person, but 
stopping yourself from mutilating your own identity. 

  

2.) The test of truth 

  

Truth is not fragile 

  

3.) The test of fidelity 

  

Young people are the heartbeat of the church today. 

  

2.  I’M TOO OLD. 

  

…just as the Lord promised, he has kept me alive for forty-
five years since the time he said this to Moses, while Israel 
moved about in the wilderness. So here I am today, 
eighty-five years old! I am still as strong today as the day 
Moses sent me out; I’m just as vigorous to go out to battle 
now as I was then. Now give me this hill country that the 



 

 

Lord promised me that day. You yourself heard then that 
the Anakites were there and their cities were large and 
fortified, but, the Lord helping me, I will drive them out just 
as he said.  Joshua 14.10-12 

  

q  We’re never too old to dream. 

  

Gladys Burrill ran a marathon - Age 92 

  

Colonel Sanders started KFC - Age 65 

  

John Glenn went to space - Age 77 

  

Peter Roget invented the Thesaurus - Age 73 

  

Nelson Mandela was elected President of South Africa - 
Age 75 

  

“You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a 
new dream.” - C. S. Lewis 

  



 

 

q   If God gives us a dream, He never promises to just 
drop it in our laps. 

  

Now the name of Hebron was formerly Kiriath-arba; for 
Arba was the greatest man among the Anakim. Then the 
land had rest from war.  Numbers 14.15 

  

But my servant Caleb—this is a different story. He has a 
different spirit; he follows me passionately.   
Numbers 14.24 (The Message) 

  

3.  I’M TOO INEXPERIENCED. 

  

But Moses said to God, who am I, that I should go to 
Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt? He said, I 
will be with you. And this shall be the sign for you, that it is 
I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of 
Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.   
Exodus 3.11-12 

  

Moses’ 1st Objection: Who am I?  

  

Moses’ 2nd Objection: Who are You?  

  



 

 

Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, “The God 
of your fathers has sent me to you,” and they ask me, 
“What is his name?' Then what shall I tell them?”   
Exodus 3.13 

  

Moses’ 3rd Objection: What if they don’t believe me? 

  

What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say, 
“The Lord did not appear to you?”  Exodus 4.1 

  

Moses’ 4th Objection: I lack ability. 

  

But Moses said to the Lord, “O my Lord, I have never been 
eloquent, neither in the past, nor even now that you have 
spoken to your servant: but I am slow of speech and slow 
of tongue.”  Exodus 4.10 

  

Moses was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians 
and was powerful in speech and action. Acts 7.22 

  

But Moses said, “Please, Lord, now send the message by 
someone else.” Then the anger of the Lord burned against 
Moses...  Exodus 4.13-14 

  



 

 

Moses’ 5th Objection: Can you send someone else? 

  

“Christ never failed to distinguish between doubt and 
unbelief. Doubt is can't believe; unbelief is won't believe. 
Doubt is honesty; unbelief is obstinacy. Doubt is looking 
for light; unbelief is content with darkness.”  
- Henry Drummond 

  

4. THE ONLY ABILITY THAT MATTERS 

  

God is most available to those who are most available to 
Him. 

 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

  

1.) Bob Goff said, “God often uses the least qualified, most 
available people to get things done.” Can you think of any 
other Bible characters besides the ones Pastor Keith 
addressed in this weekend’s message that also fit this 
description? Who are they? What did they do? Have you 
ever experiences this personally or in someone you know 
well? How did God use them? 

  



 

 

2.) Daniel and his friends were so very young when they 
were carried off into Babylonian captivity, yet the way 
they withstood the tests their Babylonian captors put on 
them puts many adults to shame. Both this week and last 
week, Pastor Keith has emphasized how God used and 
still uses young people all the time to accomplish what He 
wants done in the world. The Bible is filled with examples 
and so is life. Who are some young people that have 
really left a mark on the world? How and why is that? 

  

3.) Caleb at age 85 is an example of someone who, though 
elderly, still had passion in his bones and purpose in his 
life to accomplish something great for God. Robin Russell, 
a few weeks back, shared a message the dealt in part with 
ageism and how we often don’t value the wisdom and 
experience of age. Who are some older people in the 
church and outside the church that are making a big 
difference in the world? How and why is that?  

  

4.) Many of us lack experience, education, formal training, 
or have been cowered down so much by criticism that we 
think we have nothing of value to offer. There’s no 
question, Moses thought this way and of all characters in 
the Bible, puts up the most strenuous string of excuses to 
evade doing what God asked him to do. What are some 
common excuses people make for not serving God or 
attempting something outside their comfort zone? Have 
you ever made excuses for not sharing your faith? Being 
involved in serving in the church? Or connecting with a 
need in the community that moved your heart? How did 
you work through that? If you attempted to do something 



 

 

you’ve never done before, what was that experience like 
for you? How did God show up? What did you learn? 

  

5.) Troy Freeman is an excellent example of someone who 
could’ve dismissed having a role in changing the world for 
Christ given his background and track record. But Troy 
was convinced something needed to be done to help 
those coming out of prison and off the streets – not a 
hand-out but a hand up. He had a dream, dared to believe 
it and put it into shoe leather. Even with all the strikes 
against him, God used Troy Freeman because he made 
himself available to God. Right now, offer your life as it is 
to God for His service. Pray for one another to have the 
courage to say “yes” to God for whatever He asks of you. 
No matter what obstacles stand in your way, remind 
yourself, “If God wills it so, if He wants it done, then no 
obstacle, no giant is really in my way. It’s in God’s way. 
And there simply is no giant too big for God.” 

  

 


