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…I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, 
because He counted me faithful, putting me into the 
ministry…  1 Timothy 1.12 (NKJV) 

  

1. MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT THE WILL OF GOD 

  

q  The will of God always equals smooth sailing. 

  

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial 
you are suffering, as though something strange were 
happening to you.  1 Peter 4.12 

  

In the world you will have trouble.  John 16.33 



 

 

“I did join the army but I joined a different army…”  
– Private Benjamin 

  

“I am not praying to get out of prison, I am praying that 
I might do the will of God.” – Ivan Denisovich 

  

q  The will of God will leave me with a peaceful 
feeling. 

  

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as 
members of one body you were called to 
peace.  Colossians 3.15 

  

“God often confirms his will after we obey, not before.” 
– Dr. Mark Bailey 

  

q  The will of God is to make me successful. 

  

God knew what he was doing from the very beginning. 
He decided from the outset to shape the lives of those 
who love him along the same lines as the life of his 
Son. The Son stands first in the line of humanity he 
restored. We see the original and intended shape of 
our lives there in him.  Romans 8.29-30 (The Message 
Bible) 



 

 

“Yes. But there are so many ways of saying that. For 
example, why didn’t the airline company that makes 
money...why didn’t they pay for the flight? That’s a way 
of saying it. Or how about this way? How about if I say, 
I have fought for my whole life a long defeat. How 
about that? How about if I said, that all it adds up to is 
defeat?” – Paul Farmer 

  

“A long defeat. I have fought the long defeat and have 
brought other people on to fight the long defeat, and 
I’m not going to stop because we keep losing. Now I 
actually think that sometimes we may win. I don’t 
dislike victory... No, no, I’m not complaining. You know, 
people from our background... we’re used to being on 
the victory team, and actually what we’re really trying 
to do is to make common cause with the losers. Those 
are two very different things. We want to be on the 
winning team, but at the risk of turning our backs on 
the losers, no, it’s not worth it. So you fight the long 
defeat.” – Dr. Paul Farmer 

  

“Through the ages of the world we have fought the 
long defeat.” - Galadriel 

  

“I am a Christian…so I do not expect history to be 
anything but a long defeat—though it contains some 
glimpses of final victory.” – J.R.R. Tolkien 

  



 

 

2. LEADING LIGHTS THAT HELP ME NAVIGATE 
UNCERTAIN WATERS 

  

q  GOD’S INNER PROMPTINGS 

  

1. “What does God have to say about it?” 

  

2. How will my spiritual life be enriched? 

  

...be concerned above everything else with the 
Kingdom of God and with what He requires of you, and 
He will provide you with all these other 
things.  Matthew 6.33 (Good News) 

  

“Which choice helps me to love God better? How 
would I advise another person I have never known? If I 
were at the point of death what would I wish I had 
done?” - Saint Ignatius 

  

Lot took a long look at the fertile plains of the Jordan 
River, well-watered everywhere… the whole section 
was like the Garden of Eden… So that is what Lot 
chose…  Genesis 13.10-11 (Living Bible) 

  



 

 

q  CIRCUMSTANCES 

  

He (Jesus) has the key...and when He opens a door, no 
one can close it, and when He closes it, no one can 
open it.  Revelation 3.8 

  

The role of circumstances in decision-making; 

1. Suggestive 

2. Confirming 

  

“…a fact or event that must be considered along with 
another fact or event.” – Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary 

  

“I've tried many different kinds of work, but nothing 
seemed right for me. My friends keep telling me that 
the way will open if I have faith, yet I've been praying 
and the way is not being made clear to me. Way may 
open for other people but it sure isn’t opening for me.” 
- Parker Palmer 

  

“There is as much guidance from God in what does not 
happen and cannot happen in my life as there is in 
what can and does happen. Maybe more.” – Parker 
Palmer 



 

 

q  GODLY FRIENDS 

  

Where there is no guidance, the people fall, but in 
abundance of counselors there is victory.  Proverbs 
11.14 

  

The wisdom of the righteous can save you.  Proverbs 
11.9 (Good News) 

  

Without counsel plans go wrong, but with many 
advisors they succeed.  Proverbs 15.22 

  

Two kinds of counselors; 

1. Counselors with spiritual sense 

2. Counselors with common sense  

  

Quaker Clearness Meeting 

  

“…the answers sought are within the person seeking 
clearness, though they may not be revealed until 
sometime after the meeting.”  - Jan Hoffman 

  



 

 

God's intent is that through the church, the manifold 
wisdom of God should be made known.   
Ephesians 3.10 

  

The world is passing away along with its desires, but 
whoever does the will of God abides forever.   
1 John 2.17 

  

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

  

1.) Of the three popular misconceptions concerning the 
will of God, to which have you been most susceptible 
in the past; 
 

1.     The will of God always equals smooth sailing. 

2.     The will of God will leave me with a peaceful 
feeling. 

3.     The will of God is to make me successful. 
 

Explain why you believed that in the first place. Then 
take some time to reflect on other times in your life 
when those misconceptions were proven wrong.. 

  



 

 

2.) Pastor Keith spent some time explaining the idea of 
“the long defeat.” In particular, how apt a description 
this actually is when it comes to what is real and right 
and true. Often times, if we align ourselves with Christ 
and His kingdom values, we will be at odds with 
society. As a result, we will suffer the same treatment 
Jesus endured. But we must never fail to raise our 
voice in dissent. We must always stand with those in 
the margins, the poor, the outcast, the very ones with 
whom Christ associated. How does this thinking 
impact you? How counter is this to the way most 
Christians live? 

  

3.) If God’s purpose – His will – is to see Christ fully 
formed in us, He will likely take us through some 
character building experiences that we might consider 
losses, adversity and difficulty. Why is that winning 
and success don’t always leave us more like Christ? 
What is it about losing that had the potential to make 
us more like Christ? (If you have time as group, read 
Philippians 2.5-11 together – it’s commonly referred to 
as the emptying of Christ. If we follow in the footsteps 
of Christ, we must be willing to do the same – to be 
emptied. Talk about a time in your life where you were 
emptied and what was the result.) 

  

4.) God uses leading lights – navigational lights – that 
confirm His leadership in multiple ways. Pastor Keith 
named three of the main ways God affirms His will; His 
inner voice, circumstances and godly friends. Have 
you ever experienced such an alignment of internal 



 

 

and external witnesses like this in regard to a decision 
you were trying to make? 

  

5.) His inner voice – One of the most important 
questions we must ask ourselves in regard to what we 
think God might be saying to us is this, “How will my 
spiritual life be enriched? Or which choice helps me to 
love God better?” Sometimes when it involves a career 
change or promotion, we never ask this question or 
factor into our decision making the impact of a choice 
on our spiritual life. Why is this unwise? Have you ever 
failed to factor into a decision its impact on your 
spiritual life and regretted it or factored it in and were 
really glad you did? Share your experience with the 
group. 

  

6.) Circumstances are not the primary way God leads 
us but they are one factor to consider, favorable or 
unfavorable circumstances, open or closed doors. 
Pastor Keith said when everything else seems to line 
up, circumstances are often the icing on the cake – 
they confirm that this is in fact an opportunity God is 
providing for you. Where do you see this in your life? In 
the Bible? In others? 

  

7.) Being in a group is one of the best things anyone 
can do for their spiritual life, especially in regard to 
discerning the will of God. It is hard to resist the urge 
to give advice or problem solve. We need to have 
confidence that God is leading every member of the 



 

 

group and the answer they need is within them. We do 
them a great service by asking great questions, 
listening well and allowing them to process what 
they’re hearing with us. How can you do this better for 
one another as a group? Where are you weakest and 
in need of improvement? Have other people ever done 
this for you and what was the result? 

 

 

 

  

  

 


