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In this series, we’ve been challenged to think of the 
beginnings of the spiritual life in ways we never have 
before. We’ve also seen how Christ reveals God to 
us and what it means to believe in Him. Last week, 
we discovered the three essential environments of 
growth and how God uses each of them to connect 
us more intimately with Himself. This week, we learn 
what it takes to grow and mature as a follower of the 
Way. What is God doing to make us more like His 
Son? Where might we be missing the mark? And 
how do I cooperate with what God is doing? It’s a 
message you don’t want to miss. 

 

  

“May you be covered in the dust of your rabbi.” 

  

 



 

 

“…the church exists for nothing else but to draw men 
into Christ, to make them little Christs. If they are not 
doing that, all the cathedrals, clergy, missions, 
sermons, even the Bible itself, are simply a waste of 
time. God became Man for no other purpose.”  
- C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

  

1.  OUR APPLICATION OF TRUTH 

  

“…it’s not a question of learning a subject but of 
steeping ourselves in a personality.” – C.S. Lewis 

  

q  Mistakenly equating maturity with Bible 
information 

  

You have your heads in your Bibles constantly 
because you think you’ll find eternal life there. But 
you miss the forest for the trees. These Scriptures 
are all about me! And here I am, standing right 
before you, and you aren’t willing to receive from me 
the life you say you want.  John 5.39 (The Message) 

  

Have you never read in the Scriptures…   
Matthew 21.42 

  



 

 

It's not what you know but what you apply that 
produces growth. 

  

...Nor do you really allow His word to find a home in 
your hearts...   John 5.38 (Phillips) 

  

Truth is for life. 

  

"You don't really understand something until you can 
say it in a simple way." - Albert Einstein  

  

Deep is in the doing.  Deep is not in the information. 

  

“The meat is in the street.” – John Wimber 

  

…though by this time you ought to be teachers, you 
need someone to teach you the elementary truths of 
God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid 
food! Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, 
is not acquainted with the teaching about 
righteousness. But solid food is for the mature, who 
by constant use have trained themselves to 
distinguish good from evil.  Hebrews 5.12-14 

  



 

 

“Most Christians are educated way beyond their 
level of obedience.” - Dr. John Maxwell 

  

Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as 
worldly —mere infants in Christ.  I gave you milk, not 
solid food, for you were not yet ready for it... you are 
still not ready... For since there is jealousy and 
quarreling among you, are you not worldly?   
1 Corinthians 3.1-3 

  

“Of what use is it to speak learnedly on the Trinity, if 
you lack humility and therefore displease the 
Trinity?  ...I would rather feel contrition than be able 
to define it. If you knew the whole Bible by heart... 
how would this help you without the grace and love 
of God?” - Thomas a Kempis 

  

 

2.  OUR RESPONSE TO SUFFERING 

  

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, 
whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you 
know that the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so 
that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything.  James 1.2-4 

  



 

 

q Deliver me “out of this” or deliver me “in this” 
prayers 

  

...who through faith conquered kingdoms... gained 
what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions... 
quenched the fury of the flames... whose weakness 
was turned to strength... Others were tortured... 
Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others 
were chained and put in prison... They were stoned... 
they were sawed in two; they were put to death by 
the sword. They went about... destitute, persecuted 
and mistreated... the world was not worthy of 
them.  Hebrews 11.33-38 

  

OTHERS: one word was heteros and it meant “others 
of a different kind” and the other word was allos and 
it meant “others of the same kind.” 

  

We get locked in on outcomes. God wants us to lock 
in on Him. 

  

q Hardship and character formation 

  

We must go through many hardships to enter the 
kingdom of God.  Acts 14.22 

  



 

 

I came that they may have life and have it 
abundantly.  John 10.10b 

  

For as we share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so 
through Christ we share abundantly in comfort 
too.  2 Corinthians 1.5 

  

To this you were called, because Christ suffered for 
you, leaving you an example, that you should follow 
in his steps.  1 Peter 2.21 

  

When they hurled their insults at him, he did not 
retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. 
Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges 
justly.  1 Peter 2.23 

  

You find out what you really believe when others 
mistreat you. 

  

It's not our actions, but our reactions that reveal our 
character. 

  

“Surely what a man does when he is taken off his 
guard is the best evidence for what sort of man he is. 
If there are rats in a cellar, you are most likely to see 



 

 

them if you go in very suddenly. But the suddenness 
does not create the rats; it only prevents them from 
hiding. In the same way, the suddenness of the 
provocation does not make me ill-tempered; it only 
shows me what an ill-tempered man I am.” – C.S. 
Lewis 

  

The cross is not just the basis for our salvation. It is 
also the basis of our spiritual life and our response to 
suffering. 

  

3.  OUR GROWTH IN LOVE 

  

The Greatest Thing in the World 

  

“Once, when I was working on a woman in 
Cleveland, I called and asked him [Dr. Bob], ‘What do 
I do for somebody who is going into D.T.'s?’ He told 
me to give her the medication, and he said, ‘When 
she comes out of it and she decides she wants to be 
a different woman, get her Drummond's ‘The 
Greatest Thing in the World.’ Tell her to read it 
through every day for 30 days, and she'll be a 
different woman.’” - Dr. Bob and the Good Oldtimers, 
p. 310 

  



 

 

(https://www.gutenberg.org/files/16739/16739-
h/16739-h.htm) 

  

Spiritual formation is all about love formation. 

  

q  Which is more important, the fruit or the gifts of 
the Spirit? 

  

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control; against such things there is no 
law.  Galatians 5.22-23 

  

“It’s no accident that the fruit of the Spirit is not 
elevated in our ranks as the highest test of 
righteousness... The fruit test is too high, we cannot 
attain it… [so] we prefer to elevate some lesser test...” 
- R.C. Sproul 

  

q  The five equations of love 

  

•  Conspicuous spirituality minus love = absolute zero 

  



 

 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but 
have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a 
clanging cymbal.    1 Corinthians 13.1 

  

•  Limitless knowledge minus love = absolute zero 

  

If I have the gift of prophecy, and can fathom all 
mysteries and all knowledge... but have not love I am 
nothing.  1 Corinthians 13.2a 

  

“More people have been brought into the church by 
the kindness of real Christian love than by all the 
theological arguments in the world, and more 
people have been driven from the church by the 
hardness and ugliness of so-called Christianity than 
by all the doubts in the world.” - William Barclay 

  

•  Extreme faith minus love = absolute zero 

  

If I have faith that can move mountains, but have not 
love I am nothing.  1 Corinthians 13.2b 

  

•  Unbounded generosity minus love = absolute zero 

  



 

 

If I give all I possess to the poor but have not love, I 
gain nothing.  1 Corinthians 13.3a 

  

•  The ultimate sacrifice minus love = absolute zero 

  

If I… surrender my body to the flames, but have not 
love, I gain nothing.  1 Corinthians 13.3b 

  

“In the Book of Matthew, where the Judgment Day is 
depicted for us in the imagery of One seated upon a 
throne and dividing the sheep from the goats, the 
test of a man then is not, ‘How have I believed?’ but 
‘How have I loved?’ The test of religion, the final test 
of religion, is not religiousness, but Love… not what I 
have done, not what I have believed, not what I have 
achieved, but how I have discharged the common 
charities of life. Sins of commission in that awful 
indictment are not even referred to. By what we 
have not done, by sins of omission, we are judged. It 
could not be otherwise. For the withholding of love is 
the negation of the spirit of Christ, the proof that we 
never knew Him, that for us He lived in vain. It means 
that He suggested nothing in all our thoughts, that 
He inspired nothing in all our lives, that we were not 
once near enough to Him to be seized with the spell 
of His compassion for the world.” – Henry 
Drummond, The Greatest Thing in the World 

 



 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

  

1.) Today, often what people call “discipleship” in 
church is similar to seminary training – basically and 
information dump. Knowledge is important. There is 
no doubt about that. But the emphasis in Scripture is 
on the application of the truths we are learning 
instead of merely mastery of the facts. Why is this 
distinction important? How have you seen this 
abused? Have you ever known a truth that you did 
not live? Where are you presently applying God’s 
truth in your life? Circumstances? Relationships?  

 

2.) Discuss the quote, “Most Christians are educated 
way beyond their level of obedience.” - Dr. John 
Maxwell  

 

3.) The Bible is very clear that God uses our 
experiences with hardship and trials to mature us. 
That doesn’t mean that God causes the hardship or 
trials (since we live in a broken world, they are 
inevitable) but He does use that experience to bring 
us to maturity.  

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, 
whenever you face trials of many kinds because you 
know that the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so 
that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything. James 1.2-4  



 

 

Where have you had experience with this in your life 
presently or in the past? How has it affected your 
prayer life – especially if the trial or difficulty you’re 
experiencing is something that you will be facing 
long term? Within Christianity, there are segments of 
the church that always and only believe in 
miraculous deliverance from every disease, 
difficulty, or setback. When someone doesn’t 
experience deliverance, the suffering individual is 
often indicted for a lack of faith. How does that set 
with you? What does Scripture actually say about 
such things? What would you say to someone who 
was suffering then on top of that made to feel like an 
inferior Christian?  

 

4.) It's not our actions but our reactions that are the 
best barometers for how far we’ve come or how 
much we’ve grown. How often do we respond as 
Jesus did to unjust treatment, unfair accusations, or 
actions meant to bring us harm? Have you ever had 
a time in your life when you experienced God’s 
power enabling you to have a truly Christlike 
response to bad treatment? Share that with the 
group.  

 

5.) If you look over these questions in advance as a 
group, download Henry Drummond’s book, “The 
Greatest Thing in the World” and read it through at 
least once before your time together. Share with the 
group your biggest takeaway from the book.  



 

 

6.) Spiritual formation truly is all about love 
formation. Everything God is doing in our life is to 
make us more and more like Jesus especially in our 
capacity to love God, our brothers and sisters, and 
our neighbor as ourselves. How is God challenging 
your right now to love? Where have you seen 
progress in love since becoming a Christ follower? 
Take some time to discuss the following definition of 
love. Love: to seek the highest and best good of 
another.  

 


