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What if the very thing we chase most—success—isn’t what 
God wants for us at all? In a world obsessed with winning, 
Pastor Keith exposes the myth of “spiritual success” and 
invites us into something far deeper: the sacred art of 
faithfulness. You’ll discover that in God’s eyes, true success 
isn’t measured by trophies, titles, or applause—but by whether 
we look more like Jesus after the struggle than we did before. 
It’s a call to stand with the poor, the overlooked, and the 
broken—and to keep walking faithfully, even when victory 
seems out of reach. Come hear a message that will upend 
how you define success and reignite your faith in the quiet 
strength of perseverance. 
 
 

 
 
God’s goal for your life and mine is not about making you a 
success, as much as it is making you like His Son. 

 



 

God knew what he was doing from the very beginning. He 
decided from the outset to shape the lives of those who love him 
along the same lines as the life of his Son. The Son stands first in 
the line of humanity he restored. We see the original and 
intended shape of our lives there in him.  Romans 8.29-30  
  
When we look more like Jesus AFTER an experience than we 
did BEFORE it happened. 
  
“Yes. But there are so many ways of saying that. For example, 
why didn’t the airline company that makes money, why didn’t 
they pay for the flight? That’s a way of saying it. Or how about 
this way? How about if I say, I have fought for my whole life a 
long defeat. How about that? How about if I said that all of this 
adds up to is defeat?” – Paul Farmer 
  
“A long defeat. I have fought the long defeat and have brought 
other people on to fight the long defeat, and I’m not going to 
stop because we keep losing. No. I actually think that 
sometimes we may win. I don’t dislike victory. No. No. I’m not 
complaining. You know, people from our background, we’re 
used to being on the victory team, and actually what we’re 
really trying to do is to make common cause with the losers. 
Those are two very different things.  
We want to be on the winning team, but at the risk of turning 
our backs on the losers, no, it’s not worth it. So you fight the 
long defeat.” – Paul Farmer 

 



 

“Through the ages of the world we have fought the long 
defeat.” - Galadriel 
  
“I am a Christian, so I do not expect history to be anything but 
a long defeat—though it contains some glimpses of final 
victory.” – J.R.R. Tolkien 
  
“The moral arch of the universe is long but it bends toward 
justice.” – Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
 
1. GET INTO THE SHOES OF THE POOR 
  
It’s expensive to be poor 
  
Lower-income drivers pay 59% higher insurance rates than 
higher-income drivers even with the exact same driving 
records - a difference of $681/year 
  
54% percent of people with employer provided health 
insurance have delayed or went without needed medical care 
in this past year 
  
60% of people with Medicaid have done the same as well as 
63% of people with Medicare 
  

 



 

“1 in 4 parents struggle to pay for their family’s basic needs.”- 
Pew Research Center 
  
By insulting the poor, you insult your Creator. You will be 
punished if you make fun of someone in trouble.   
Proverbs 17.5 (CEB) 
  
“The first job of a leader is to define reality.” - Max DePree 
 
   
 
2. GOD’S JUDGMENT IS TIED TO OUR TREATMENT OF THE 
POOR 
  
Mocking the poor is mocking the God who made them.  
Proverbs 17.5 (TLB) 
  
Whoever shuts his ear to the cry of the poor will also cry out 
himself and not be answered.  Proverbs 21.13 
  
Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the 
misery that is coming on you. Your wealth has rotted, and moths 
have eaten your clothes. Your gold and silver are corroded. Their 
corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You 
have hoarded wealth in the last days. Look! The wages you 
failed to pay the workers who mowed your fields are crying out 
against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of 

 



 

the Lord Almighty. You have lived on earth in luxury and 
self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of 
slaughter. You have condemned and murdered the innocent 
one, who was not opposing you. James 5.1-6 

 
 
3. STANDING UP FOR THE POOR 
  
So complete was the apostasy of the children of Judah, that 
the very Word of God was covered by rubbish in the temple, 
and nobody noticed! 
He defended the cause of the poor and needy, and so all went 
well. Is that not what it means to know me?” declares the LORD.   
Jeremiah 22.16 
  
He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the 
weak. Even youths grow tired and weary and young men 
stumble and fall, but those who wait on the Lord will renew their 
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles. They will run and 
not grow weary. They will walk and not faint.  Isaiah 40.29-31 
  
The Rule of End Stress 
  
“It is hard to be rejected. I hated it in junior high, and I still hate 
it today. It didn’t take long to learn how to fit in, in order to 
avoid the pain of rejection. That ability has stayed with me and 
begs me to use it. I know how to keep people from rejecting 

 



 

me and leaving the church. I know what words to say and 
which actions to take to keep people around. But when I do 
that, I’m no longer leading. I’m being led by the right or wrong 
desires of the people. God calls us to give people what they 
need. Based on His word, regardless of whether they stick 
around. Jesus led. Few followed, but He kept leading.”  
– Francis Chan 
  
 
“On the cross, leadership dies. On the cross, success dies. On 
the cross, skills die, and excellence dies. All of my strengths 
nailed to the cross. All of my weaknesses—nailed to the cross. 
All of my yearnings for bigger and better, for anything other 
than Christ himself—nailed to that same cross.”  
– Leonard Sweet 
  
I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has enabled me, for that he 
counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry.  1 Timothy 1.12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
1. After vs. Before: Where have you looked more like Jesus 
after a hard season? 
  
2. Success Audit: Which “success metrics” (size, speed, 
spotlight, likes) subtly steer your decisions? What would a 
faithfulness metric look like? How would it be different? What 
things matter most in regards to faithfulness? 
  
3. The Long Defeat: What does “fighting the long defeat” mean 
in your neighborhood, workplace, or city? Share one situation 
where you might choose faithfulness over visible wins. 
  
4. It’s Expensive to Be Poor: Where do you see the “poverty 
penalty” (housing, food deserts, transport, healthcare) in our 
area? Which one could your group meaningfully address? 
  
5. Matthew 25 Checkup: Of Jesus’ list—hungry, thirsty, stranger, 
naked, sick, prisoner—which one is God highlighting for you 
right now? What is one concrete act you’ll take this week? 
  
6. Charity vs. Advocacy: Giving “stuff” meets real needs, but 
where might God be asking you to defend a cause (Jer. 
22:16)—to speak up, show up, or help change an unfair 
process? Proverbs 17:5 Mirror: In what subtle ways do we 
“mock the poor” (assumptions, jokes, social posts, 

 



 

indifference)? What repentance and new practice would 
honor the God who made them? 
  
7. Him and Them: If your politics were discipled by the two 
great commandments, what would change about your tone, 
sources, and priorities this month? 
  
Optional Group Practices (pick one for the week) 
  
Proximity Step: Spend an hour at a local clinic, food co-op, or 
reentry ministry; ask, “What helps most that we never think to 
offer?” 
  
Advocacy Action: Write one respectful, specific note to a 
local leader supporting a policy or process that reduces a 
“poverty penalty.” 
  
Daily pray, “Lord, make me faithful—form Christ in me; align 
my life with the least of these.” 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 


