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What if the church was known less for what it opposed and 
more for who it loved? In the final message of our series, 
Desert, Community, Project, we'll explore God's vision for the 
church as a force for transformation in the world. Jesus called 
His followers the salt of the earth and the light of the 
world—not spectators, but difference-makers. We'll look at 
how ordinary people can become the soul of their 
community, why discipleship matters more than religious 
consumption, and what it means to join God in His work of 
healing, restoring, and renewing the world around us. If you've 
ever wondered what the church is supposed to be—or what 
your part in God's mission might look like—this message is for 
you. Join us this Sunday as we discover what happens when a 
church becomes deeply rooted in its community and 
impossible to explain apart from Jesus. 
 
 

 

 



 

1. CHRISTIANS WERE ONCE THE SOUL OF THE COMMUNITY 
  
“As the soul is to the body, so Christians are to the world.” 
—The Epistle to Diognetus 
  
❑ The early Christians were not a society of separatists 
  
Father, I don't ask you to take my followers out of the world but 
keep them safe from the evil one.  John 17.15 (CEV) 
  
“The heathen behaved in the very opposite way. At the first 
onset of the disease, they pushed the sufferers away and fled 
from their dearest, throwing them into the roads before they 
were dead and treated unburied corpses as dirt, hoping 
thereby to avert the spread and contagion of the fatal 
disease...” —Dionysius 
  
 
"If you ask what is Jesus' influence on medicine and 
compassion, I would suggest that wherever you have an 
institution of self-giving for the lonely, (and for practical 
welfare of the lonely), schools, hospitals, hospices, 
orphanages for those who will never be able to repay, this 
probably has its roots in the movement of Jesus."  
—Dr. Mark Nelson, Monroe Professor of Philosophy 
  
“Humanists don’t run leprosariums.” —Malcolm Muggeridge 
  
❑ We are called to be salt and light 

 



 

“Let me tell you why you are here. You're here to be 
salt-seasoning that brings out the God-flavors of this earth. If 
you lose your saltiness, how will people taste godliness? You've 
lost your usefulness and will end up in the garbage.  Here's 
another way to put it: You're here to be light, bringing out the 
God-colors in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We're 
going public with this, as public as a city on a hill. If I make you 
light-bearers, you don't think I'm going to hide you under a 
bucket, do you? I'm putting you on a light stand. Now that I've 
put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand--shine! Keep open 
house; be generous with your lives. By opening up to others, 
you'll prompt people to open up with God, this generous Father 
in heaven.”  Matthew 5.13-16 (Message) 
  
“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, 
how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for 
anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.”  
Matthew 5.13 
  
It’s a seasoning. | It’s a preservative.  
  
“We should not underestimate the significance of the small 
group of people who have a vision of a just and gentle world… 
The governing values of a whole culture may be changed 
when 2% of its people have a new vision.” —Robert Bellah 
  
“You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead 
they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 
In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may 

 



 

see your good deeds and praise your Father who is in heaven.” 
Matthew 5.14-16 
  
Others will see the beauty of your good deeds. 
Others will see the beauty of your good deeds. 
It’s the good stuff that leads people to the God stuff!  
  
The Living Sermon 
I’d rather see a sermon than hear one any day. 
I’d rather one would walk with me than merely tell the way. 
The eye’s a better pupil and more willing than the ear. 
Fine counsel is confusing but example’s always clear. 
  
The lectures you deliver may be very wise and true. 
But I’d rather get my lessons by observing what you do. 
For I might misunderstand you and the high advice you give. 
But there’s no misunderstanding how you act and how you 
live.  —Edgar Guest 
  
They give God the credit 
  
“It is when the church gives itself away in radical acts of 
service and compassion, expecting nothing in return, that the 
way of Jesus is most vividly put on display."  
—Rob Bell 
 
2. WHAT DOES ALL OF THIS SAY TO US TODAY? 
  
❑ To the church 
  

 



 

“What is the church? A community of people who present 
living proof of a loving God to a watching world.”  
—Robert Lewis, Fellowship Bible Church (Little Rock)  
  
“It takes between 12 and 20 positive bumps (and what he means 
by that is refreshing encounters with the church) before people 
come to Christ.” —Dave Workman 
  
“Think of the impact if evangelical giving to empower the poor 
here and abroad became so substantial that the first thought 
that came to people’s minds when they heard the word 
‘evangelical’ was ‘Oh, yes, they are the people who are 
dramatically reducing poverty around the world.’” —Ron Sider 
  
“There are people in the world so hungry, that God cannot 
appear to them except in the form of bread.”  
—Mahatma Gandhi 
  
❑ The state of the church today and how we want to be 
different 
  
“This is not the same as current attempts to grow bigger and 
bigger churches that act like vacuum cleaners, sucking 
people out of their neighborhoods into a sort of Christian 
supermarket. Our culture does not need any more churches 
run like corporations; it needs local communities empowered 
by the gospel vision of a transforming Christ who addresses 
the needs [of the city and becomes] a place of hope and 
wholeness.” —Alex Roxburgh 
  

 



 

What you attract people with is what you keep them with. 
  
Be with Jesus → Become like Jesus → Do what Jesus did 
  
“The older I get, the less interested I become in asking 
whether a church is growing. Lots of things grow. Cancer 
grows. Cults grow. Political movements grow. The question is 
what kind of growth we’re talking about. Because growth by 
itself is a poor measure of spiritual health. Jesus attracted 
crowds. Then He started talking about costly discipleship and 
many of them left. The crowd and the disciple have never 
been the same thing. We forget that. The New Testament 
does not seem nearly as impressed by a crowd as we are.”  
—James Bell 
  
Being debt free is not the finish line; it’s the start line. 
  
But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, 
and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find 
your welfare.  Jeremiah 29.7 (ESV) 
  
“As I saw those little girls stretched out asleep on the bed, I 
thought to myself, ‘Nothing’s changed. Nothing’s changed. 
Tomorrow they will be back on the streets selling their bodies 
to dirty, filthy johns because there will always be dirty, filthy 
johns who for a few dollars will destroy little girls. Nothing’s 
changed. I hated that I didn’t know enough Creole to tell them 
about Jesus. But the Spirit of God said to me, ‘But for one 
night, for one night you let them be little girls again.’’’   
—Tony Campolo 

 



 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
  
1. The message opened with the story of a woman who 
turned her canceled wedding banquet into a celebration for 
the homeless. What stood out to you most about that story? 
How does it reflect God's heart for people? 
  
2. Keith said, "We often become grace consumers rather than 
grace dispensers." What is the difference? In what ways are 
Christians tempted to focus on what the church can do for 
them rather than what God wants to do through them? 
  
3. Discuss the phrase: "Christians are to the world what the 
soul is to the body." What do you think it means for believers 
to be "the soul of the community"? 
  
4. Read John 17:15. Why is it often easier to withdraw from the 
world than engage it? What are some practical ways 
Christians can be "in the world but not of the world"? 
  
5.  Read Matthew 5:13-16. What does it mean to be salt and 
light in today's culture? Which image speaks more powerfully 
to you personally—salt or light? Why? 
6. The message emphasized that the gospel is not only a 
proclamation but also a demonstration. How have you seen 
acts of compassion open doors for spiritual conversations? 
  
7. Keith suggested that people often need several "positive 
bumps" with Christians before becoming open to faith. Who 

 



 

has provided those positive bumps in your life? How might 
you become one for someone else? 
  
8. Discuss this statement: "The good stuff leads people to the 
God stuff." Do you agree? Why or why not? 
  
9. Keith summarized the series this way: 
Be with Jesus 
Become like Jesus 
Do what Jesus did 
Which of those three resonates most strongly with you right 
now? Why? 
  
10. What would it look like for Springcreek to become known 
as "the soul of the community"? What are some practical ways 
we can live out that vision together? 
  
11. The message challenged us to ask, "What can I do to 
help?" Who might God be bringing into your life right now that 
needs encouragement, compassion, practical assistance, or 
friendship? 
  
Closing Challenge 
  
This week, look for one opportunity to be salt and light in a 
practical way. It may be a conversation, an act of service, a gift 
of generosity, or simply paying attention to someone who 
feels unseen. Come prepared next week to share what 
happened. 
 

 



 

 
 
  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 


