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What if the labels you've accepted aren't the labels God has 
given you? When God met Moses at the burning bush, 
everyone had an opinion about who Moses was. Egypt, Israel, 
Pharaoh, and even Moses himself. Yet, God saw something 
completely different. 

In this message, we'll discover that God evaluates us 
differently than the world does. While others focus on our 
past, God sees our purpose. While others see our limitations, 
God sees His possibilities. And while others see what we've 
been, God sees what we can become through Him.  

Everybody saw a shepherd. God saw a deliverer. 

 
 

1.​ MISIDENTIFICATION SHAPES IDENTITY 

Being misidentified does not just affect your reputation. 

 

 



 

It affects your confidence. 

It affects your decisions. 

It affects the opportunities you pursue. 

Eventually, it affects your identity. 

❑  The most dangerous labels are not always the ones 
people put on us. They are the ones we eventually begin 
putting on ourselves. 

What if the greatest obstacle to your future is not your past, 
but believing the wrong identity? 

 
 
2. MOSES’ STORY: A LIFE SHAPED BY LABELS 

Before Moses ever questioned his identity, the world had 
already begun defining it. 

The man who once imagined delivering a nation was now 
leading sheep across the desert. 

Then one ordinary day, while tending sheep near Mount 
Horeb, God appeared through the burning bush. 

“There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire 
from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire 
it did not burn up. So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this 
strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.” Exodus 3: 2-3  

 



 

❑  Sometimes God has to send something so out of the 
ordinary because we’re so distracted, we can’t see what God 
is doing. 
 
“When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to 
him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here 
I am.” “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, 
for the place where you are standing is holy ground.  
Exodus 3: 4-5 (NIV) 

❑  The ground wasn't holy because of the location; it was 
holy because of who was there.  

❑  Generations had passed, but God's faithfulness had not 
changed. 

❑  God's silence doesn’t mean God’s absence.  

His story can be summarized in three simple statements. 

❑  Labels are received 

❑  Lies are believed 

❑  Identity is revealed by God 

 

3.  LABELS ARE RECEIVED. 

For forty years, Moses had been listening to voices. 

❑  Once a label becomes your identity, it begins to shape 
your future. 

 



 

You start living up to it. Or living down to it. 

❑  What labels have I received? 

❑ Who gave them to us? 

❑  Which ones have I been repeating to myself? 

“Self-rejection is the greatest enemy of the spiritual life 
because it contradicts the sacred voice that calls us the 
‘Beloved.’” – Henri Nouwen 

❑  Not every voice deserves authority over your identity. 

 

4.  LIES ARE BELIEVED 

❑  The voice you believe determines the identity you live. 

❑  But just because something happened doesn't mean the 
conclusion you're drawing from it is correct. 

❑  Once you believe the lie, you start living like it's true. 

❑  Lies lose power when they're exposed. 

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that.” – 
Dr. Martin Luther King 

 

 

 

 



 

5.  IDENTITY IS REVEALED BY GOD 

❑  He’s questioning his own identity about his place in God's 
purposes, about the very nature of what it means to be called 
by God. 

“What comes into our minds when we think about God is the 
most important thing about us.” – A. W. Tozer 

❑  One moment with God is louder than a lifetime of labels. 

❑  His name was not just a description of what happened to 
him. 

❑  It was a preview of what God would do through him. 

❑  God doesn't call you by what you've done. 

❑  He calls you by who He created you to be. 

❑  God doesn’t redefine Moses by ignoring his past. 

❑  He redefines Moses by revealing His presence in Moses’ 
life. 

❑  Transformation doesn’t happen when we think better 
about ourselves. Transformation happens when we believe 
what God says about us. 

“And we know that God causes everything to work together for 
the good of those who love God and are called according to his 
purpose for them.” Romans 8:28 (NLT) 

❑  Because your past may explain you, but it does not define 
you. God does. 

 



 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

  
1.​What label have you received from others, your past, or 

your own thoughts that has been hard to shake? How has 
that label affected the way you see yourself? 

 
2.​Moses asked, “Who am I?” when God called him. Where do 

you currently feel unqualified, disqualified, or unsure of your 
place in God’s purpose? 

 
3.​What is the difference between something that happened to 

you and the identity you have formed from it? Can you 
identify a lie you may have believed because of a painful 
experience? 

 
4.​God answered Moses’ insecurity with, “I will be with you.” 

How does God’s presence change the way we understand 
our identity, calling, and limitations? 

 
5.​Whose voice has had the most authority in shaping how you 

see yourself: your past, other people, your own thoughts, or 
God? What would it look like this week to let God’s voice 
become louder? 
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