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Have you ever secretly wondered if someone is beyond God's 
grace? The book of Jonah asks a far more uncomfortable 
question: What if the real problem isn't that God loves our 
enemies... but that we don't? 
  
This weekend we'll discover why the greatest miracle in 
Jonah isn't a man swallowed by a great fish. It's an entire city 
transformed by the grace of God—and a prophet who still 
struggles to accept it. 
  
What happens when God extends mercy to people we think 
don't deserve it? And what if the greatest obstacle to revival 
isn't "out there"... but in our own hearts? 
  
Join us this Sunday for RELENTLESS – Part 3: When an Entire 
City Turns Around 
  
You may discover that the hardest person for God to change 
isn't Nineveh... it's Jonah. And maybe, at times, it's us. 

 

 



 

God’s choices are based on Who He is, not who you are.  
 
1.  THE GOD OF THE SECOND CHANCE 
  
❑ Another chance for Jonah 
  
Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, 
saying, “Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and proclaim to it the 
proclamation which I am going to tell you.” So Jonah arose and 
went to Nineveh according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh 
was an exceedingly great city, a three days' walk.  Jonah 3.1-3 
  
“Redeeming is what God is into. He is the finder of 
directionally-challenged sheep, the searcher of missing coins, 
the embracer of foolish prodigal sons. His favorite department 
is ‘Lost and Found.’” —John Ortberg 
  
“The victorious Christian life is really nothing more than a 
series of new beginnings.”—George Morrison 
  
❑ Another chance for Nineveh 
  
The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand 
slowness. Instead, he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to 
perish, but everyone to come to repentance.  2 Peter 3.9 
 
 
 

 

 



 

2.  THE WORST AND SHORTEST SERMON EVER 
  
❑ Jonah Presented 
  
The worst sermon I've ever heard was used by God to 
become the most "successful" single sermon in history! 
  
“…here is the record of nothing less than the greatest mass 
conversion in history.”  
—Frank E. Gaebelein, Four Minor Prophets 
  
❑ Two ways of looking at Jonah’s message 
  
The Hebrew word for “overthrown” is hapak.  
  
Thus he overthrew (hapak) those cities and the entire plain, 
destroying all those living in the cities—and also the vegetation 
in the land.  Genesis 19.25 
  
God turned (hapak) the hearts of the Egyptians (Psalm 105.25)  
God turned the sea into dry land (Psalm 66.6) 
God turned Balaam’s curse into a blessing (Deuteronomy 23.5) 
God turned sadness into joy (Jeremiah 31.13) 
God turned Moses’ staff into a snake (Exodus 7.15) 
  
Jonah is thinking, "I hope God overthrows the city." But God 
intended another kind of hapak—transformation rather than 
destruction. 
  
❑ The posture of faith 

 



 

The Ninevites believed God. They declared a fast, and all of 
them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth. When the 
news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took 
off his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down 
in the dust.  Jonah 3.5-6 
  
The pagans respond better than God’s prophet. 
  
Clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because 
God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble. Humble 
yourselves, therefore under God’s mighty hand that He may lift 
you up in due time.  1 Peter 5.5-6 
  
Everyone in the story is an anti-Jonah.  
  
❑ Nineveh repented 
  
Then Jonah began to go through the city one day's walk; and he 
cried out and said, “Yet forty days and Nineveh will be 
overthrown.” Then the people of Nineveh believed in God; and 
they called a fast and put on sackcloth from the greatest to the 
least of them. When the word reached the king of Nineveh, he 
arose from his throne, laid aside his robe from him, covered 
himself with sackcloth and sat on the ashes. He issued a 
proclamation and it said, “In Nineveh by the decree of the king 
and his nobles: Do not let man, beast, herd, or flock taste a 
thing. Do not let them eat or drink water. But both man and 
beast must be covered with sackcloth; and let men call on God 
earnestly that each may turn from his wicked way and from the 
violence which is in his hands. Who knows, God may turn and 

 



 

relent and withdraw His burning anger so that we will not perish.”  
Jonah 3.4-9 
  
Jonah was the most successful evangelist in the history of the 
world with more than 120,000 converts in a single day. 
  
“You preach in such a way as to provoke bovine repentance, 
that's impressive.”  — William Willimon 
  
❑ God relented 
  
When God saw their deeds, that they turned from their wicked 
way, then God relented concerning the calamity which He had 
declared He would bring upon them. And He did not do it.  
Jonah 3.10 
  
If I threaten to uproot and shatter any evil nation and that nation 
turns from its evil, I will change my mind.  Jeremiah 18.7-8 
  
We always believe more in the power of Nineveh than we do 
in the transforming power of God’s grace. 
  
“Drinking beer is easy. Trashing your hotel room is easy. But 
being a Christian, that's a tough call. That's real rebellion.” 
—Alice Cooper 
  
Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, 
“Teacher, we want to see a sign from you.” He answered, “A 
wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign! But none will 
be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah 

 



 

was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the 
Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth. The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with 
this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the 
preaching of Jonah, and now something greater than Jonah is 
here.  Matthew 12.38-41 
 
 
 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Icebreaker 
  
1. Have you ever been given a second chance that changed 
the direction of your life? What happened? 
  
Digging into the Passage 
  
2. Jonah receives the exact same calling in chapter 3 that he 
received in chapter 1. What does that teach us about God's 
persistence and His purposes for our lives? 
  
3. Why do you think the people of Nineveh responded so 
quickly while Jonah remained so resistant to God's grace? 
  
4. One of the key ideas in the message was that "The 
Ninevites believed God," not simply Jonah. Why is that 
distinction important? 
  

 



 

Going Deeper 
  
5. The Hebrew word hapak can mean either "to overthrow" or 
"to transform." How does that deepen your understanding of 
what God intended for Nineveh? 
  
6. The sermon suggested that judgment is God's last resort, 
while redemption is His delight. Where else do you see that 
pattern in Scripture or in your own life? 
  
7. Jonah experienced extraordinary grace but struggled to 
extend grace to others. Why is it often easier to receive God's 
forgiveness than to celebrate it in someone else's life? 
  
Personal Application 
  
8. The sermon said: "We always believe more in the power of 
Nineveh than we do in the transforming power of God's grace." 
Where do you see that tendency in yourself or in today's 
culture? 
  
9. Is there a person or group of people you find difficult to 
believe God could genuinely transform? What might that 
reveal about your own heart? 
  
10. Near the end of the message we asked: "Will I allow Him to 
transform me?" What is one area of your life where God may 
be calling you to turn—to experience your own hapak? 
  
 

 



 

Prayer 
  
Spend time praying for three things: 
•  A heart that celebrates God's grace wherever it appears. 
•  The humility to recognize areas where prejudice, pride, or 
bitterness may still exist. 
•  Courage to say "yes" to whatever transformation God wants 
to accomplish in your own life. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 


