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In 2 Kings 4, the Shunammite woman did something simple
but significant: she made room for the presence of God. Long
before she received a promise, experienced a miracle, or saw
her deepest desire fulfilled, she intentionally created space for
God to dwell,

In Make Room, wel'll discover what her story teaches us about
the crowded places in our own lives. Our schedules can be
full, our minds overwhelmed, and our hearts guarded by
disappointment—yet God continues to meet us in those
places. Sometimes the question isn't simply, What am /
carrying? but what am | making room for?

Whether you're standing between disappointment and hope,
exhaustion and renewal, or what has been and what could be,
God is still speaking in the doorway. Maybe it's time to clear
the clutter, reopen some rooms, and make space for God to
move again.




1. OUR LIVES CAN BECOME TOO FULL

Q Little by little, what you keep bringing in can eventually
take over the space you were supposed to be living in.

'If everything is important, then nothing is" - Patrick Lencioni
[ But even good things can create a crowded life.

Q There is a difference between God being present in your
life and you intentionally making room for his presence in your
life.

2. THE SHUNAMMITE WOMAN RECOGNIZED WHAT WAS
SACRED

One day Elisha went to the town of Shunem. A wealthy woman
lived there, and she urged him to come to her home for a meal
After that, whenever he passed that way. he would stop there for
something to eat. She said to her husband, 'l am sure this man
who stops in from time to time is a holy man of God. Lets build a
small room for him on the roof and furnish it with a bed, a table,
a chair, and a lamp. Then he will have a place to stay whenever
he comes by. 2 Kings 4. 8-10 (NLT)

Q People were trying to hold onto God while also absorbing
the beliefs and practices of the culture around them.



Q God always preserves people who refuse to abandon their
devotion to Him even when the culture around them has.

Yet | will preserve 7,000 others in Israel who have never
bowed down to Baal or kissed him! 1 Kings 19:18

4 She lived in a compromised culture, but the culture had not
compromised her.

L Even in a corrupt society, God's voice can always be heard,
so people can know the truth.

3. SHEINTENTIONALLY MADE ROOM FOR GOD

A | dontjust want God's work passing through my life. | want
to make room for it to stay.

Q What you make room for, God will often fill.
One day Elisha returned to Shunem, and he went up to this

upper room to rest. He said to his servant Gehazi, "Tell the
woman from Shunem | want to speak to her. 2 Kings 4. 11-12



4. SHE SERVED GOD WITHOUT EXPECTING SOMETHING IN
RETURN

When she appeared, Elisha said to Gehazi, "Tell her, 'We
appreciate the kind concern you have shown us. What can we
do for you? Can we put in a good word for you to the Ring or to
the commander of the army?” "No,” she replied, 'my family takes
good care of me." 2 Kings 4:13

 Her generosity was not motivated by what she could get
from God, but by her desire to honor God,

[ She was content enough not to chase favor, secure enough
not to manipulate for blessing, and generous enough to serve
without expecting repayment,

5. GOD KNEW THE DESIRE SHE NEVER MENTIONED

Later Elisha asked Gehazi, "What can we do for her?” Gehazi
replied, "She doesn't have a son, and her husband is an old
man.” 2 Kings 4:14

Search me, O God, and know my heart; - Psalm 139: 23a



6. SHE STOOD IN THE DOORWAY BETWEEN
DISAPPOINTMENT AND PROMISE

‘Call her back again,” Elisha told him. When the woman
returned, Elisha said to her as she stood in the doorway, 2 Kings

4:15

[ Disappointed people often approach hope carefully.
‘Next year at this time you will be holding a son in your arms!”
‘No, my lord!" she cried. 'O man of God, dont deceive me and

get my hopes up like that.” 2 Kings 4. 16

d She simply creates an environment where the promise can
arrive,

Q Her actions make space for God to do what only God can
do.

Q You can make room for God externally, while still guarding
your heart internally.

Q You can show up for everybody else, while secretly
wondering if God will really come through for you.

d Some people only draw close to God when they want
something.



Q Even if | never receive anything in return, the presence of
God is worthy of space in my life.

L The space you create for God may become the very place
where He speaks destiny over your life,

O He still speaks to people standing in doorways.

7. THE ROOM SHE CREATED BECAME THE PLACE WHERE GOD
SPOKE

But sure enough, the woman soon became pregnant. And at
that time the following year she had a son, just as Elisha had
said. 2 Kings 4. 17

Q The room she made for God became the place where God
addressed something she had stopped asking for.

8. TAKE INVENTORY OF YOUR OWN LIFE

Q Whatever consistently occupies your space will eventually
shape your life,

1) What needs to go?

2) What needs to stay?

3) What needs to reopen?

Q You cannot keep pouring from rooms you never allow God
to refill



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1

The Shunammite woman recognized something sacred
in Elisha before anyone told her what to do. What helps
you recognize where God is at work in your life?

She served without asking for anything in return. Where
do you notice yourself becoming transactional with
God—obeying, serving, or giving mainly because you
hope to receive something back?

When Elisha spoke to her deepest desire, her response
revealed guarded hope. Is there an area where
disappointment has made you cautious about trusting
God again?

She lived in a compromised culture without allowing the
culture to compromise her devotion. What pressure are
you currently facing to conform, stay silent, or drift
spiritually?

What is one specific way you can create space this week
for God to speak, correct, restore, or redirect you?









